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EU Animal Breeding Legislation



Designation of EURC-EAB



Scope of the EURC-EAB
• Bovine, Porcine, Ovine, Caprine, Equine species 

• EURC-EAB works on endangered breeds of those animal species only

• Responsible for the scientific and technical contribution to the 
establishment and harmonisation of methods for the preservation of 
endangered breeds, and the preservation of the genetic diversity 
existing within those breeds

Funding EC DG SANTE and national co-funding



Livestock breeds in Europe - Facts

Effective population size (Ne) often low for 
both local and mainstream breeds



EURC-EAB consortium

• Wageningen Livestock Research (WLR, the Netherlands)

• Institut de l’Elevage (IDELE, France)

• Federal Office for Agriculture and Food (BLE, Germany)



Core group

Coralie Danchin (IDELE)

Mirjam Spoelstra (WLR)

Sipke Joost Hiemstra (WLR)

Holger Göderz (BLE)

Lisa Balzar (BLE)



Close link with European Regional Focal Point for AnGR

Network of European National Coordinators 
(NC) = European Regional Focal Point for AnGR

Implementation of FAO Global Plan of Action –
European Coordination

Working Groups
• In situ conservation
• Ex situ conservation
• Information and Documentation

Task Forces and Ad Hoc Actions



EURC-EAB - Activities – According to Article 29 
(4)(b)(ii) of Regulation (EU) 2016/1012
1. Cooperation with breed societies, third parties designated by breed societies and 

competent authorities

2. Methods for the preservation of endangered breeds, and the preservation of the 
genetic diversity existing within those breeds

3. Emerging problems, international cooperation and technical expertise 



Survey on status of implementation of (EU) 2016/1012 for 
endangered breeds
• Status of implementation of (EU) 2016/1012 among breed 

societies of endangered breeds

• Status of implementation of possible derogations, according 
to (EU) 2016/1012  for endangered breeds in breeding 
programmes

• Collecting national definitions and mechanisms

• Collecting questions, challenges, obstacles and other issues

• Also Non-EU countries to see the situation in whole Europe



Process of the survey

EURC-EAB will send the link to National Competent Authorities 
and National Coordinators for AnGR in short time.

We kindly ask you to forward the link to all your national breed 
societies of the concerned species with some explanations in 
your national language to motivate them to take part.



Process of the survey

Answers can be given within 4 weeks after sending (maybe 
extension for 2 further weeks)

Summary of results will be available latest end of the year 
(maybe presentation of first results at EAAP Meeting in Lyon in 
August)



Questions to National Competent Authorities and 
ERFP National Coordinators for AnGR

Differentiation of
breeds related to
their origin
(Reference to FAO? National 
definitions?)



Questions to National Competent Authorities and 
ERFP National Coordinators for AnGR

Endangerment
classification
system
(Reference to FAO? National 
system?)



Questions to National Competent Authorities and 
ERFP National Coordinators for AnGR

Number of
endangered breeds
in your country



Questions to National Competent Authorities and 
ERFP National Coordinators for AnGR

Monitoring of
breeds on national 
level



Questions to National Competent Authorities and ERFP 
National Coordinators for AnGR

Important:

Feedback to the implementation of EU 2016/1012 with 
special regard to breeding programmes for endangered 
breeds and the possible derogations for them



Questions to breed societies and assocations of 
breed societies

Information about
breeding
programmes for
endangered breeds



Questions to breed societies and assocations of 
breed societies

Information about
performance
recording for
endangered breeds



Questions to breed societies and assocations of 
breed societies

Information about
monitoring of
genetic variability
in your
organisation



Questions to breed societies and assocations of 
breed societies

Information about
derogations for
endangered breeds
in your breeding
programmes



Questions to breed societies and assocations of breed 
societies

Important:

Feedback to the implementation of EU 2016/1012 with 
special regard to breeding programmes for endangered 
breeds and the possible derogations for them



Why should you participate in this survey?

• To…

• …help us to get an overview of the current situation

• …take the opportunity to give your valuable feedback to the EU

The results of the study will influence the further work of EURC-EAB!

Aim is to further support NCAs and breed societies in implementing the EU animal 
breeding legislation. 



Questions?

Thank you a lot in advance for your participation!

If there are any questions concerning the survey or the EURC-EAB in general, please do 
not hesitate to contact us!

info@eurc-eab.eu https://www.eurc-eab.eu/

mailto:info@eurc-eab.eu
https://www.eurc-eab.eu/


Thank you for your attention



info@eurc-eab.eu

www.eurc-eab.eu


